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The Grand Festival of the Aiki Shrine 2023, Aikido Hakodate, Joslynne Abe

On April 29th, on behalf of Hokkaido Aikido Federation, I attended the Grand Festival of the Aiki
Shrine in commemoration of O-Sensei’s death on April 26, 1969. Hundreds of visitors and guests attended the
festival on a beautiful, sunny day. The visitors were standing around the shrine on the grounds under the trees.

The festival began at 11:00 a.m. with the processional entrance of the Oomoto priests followed by
Ueshiba Moriteru Sensei and Ueshiba Mitsuteru Sensei and their families. There were traditional Shinto rituals
performed by the priests and offerings of sacred sprigs of evergreen by the Ueshiba family and representatives
from the Aikido world and the local community. There were two prayers and memorial services; one for the
deities of Aikido and a second one for Ueshiba Morihei Sensei (December 14, 1883 — April 26, 1969) and his
son, Ueshiba Kisshomaru Sensei (June 27, 1921 — January 4, 1999), enshrined therein. The prayers for the
Aikido deities were completed first and each offering was preceded by clapping 4 times. Next, the prayers for
the ancestors of the Ueshiba family were conducted and each offering was preceded by clapping twice.

A special Shinto prayer was recited by the priests and all guests together. Afterward, Doshu made a
speech, welcoming the visitors and thanking all the guests and dignitaries. A ritual demonstration of Aikido
was performed within the shrine. First, Dojo-cho performed a hono embu, followed by Doshu. Standing so
close to the shrine and observing the embu right in front of me deepened my connection to the long ancestry
in the Ueshiba family. Dojo-cho is the fourth generation and his two young sons were also present. Doshu’s
embu was powerful and so graceful. The continuation of the Aikikai is healthy and well supported. Visitors
marveled at the movements displayed in front of their eyes, in the same shrine built by O-Sensei. The festival
closed with a celebratory meal in the dojo and surrounding gardens. Participants received box lunches and
celebratory manju.

The Grand Festival of the Aiki Shrine was a wonderful opportunity to feel first-hand the atmosphere
around Iwama. The grounds are very large with many trees and open space for relaxing and enjoying the nice
weather. Across the street from the shrine itself is the dojo for training, living quarters for uchi deshi (live-in
students), the kitchen and washing facilities. It was amazing to imagine walking on the grounds where O-
Sensei lived and trained for many years.

In front of Iwama Station, there is a bust of the founder of Aikido which was unveiled on July 24,
2012 at the newly rebuilt station. Walking from the station toward the shrine, there are 5 stone monuments
with photographs of the founder taken during his residence in Iwama. Visitors can read his important words
while walking toward the shrine and dojo. Similarly, there is a large statue of Ueshiba Morihei Sensei within
the shrine grounds. It is hard to miss the importance of Iwama to the Ueshiba family and all dedicated members
of the Aikido community. Spending the day walking around the shrine, attending the festival and enjoying
lunch on the dojo grounds with other Aikido practitioners was a wonderful opportunity to deepen my sense of
purpose and commitment to protecting the legacy of Aikido in Hokkaido.
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